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MARXISM  AND  DEMOCRACY 


Objects  of  the  Commentary 

- — to  deal  with  the  character  of  the  war  as  a 
struggle  for  democracy  against  Nazi- 
imperialist  reaction ; 

— to  show  that  the  extension  of  democratic 
rights  and  liberties  is  a  vital  factor  for 
victory'; 

— to  explain  why  the  working  class  is  the 
most  consistent  fighter  for  democracy . 

— to  bring  out  the  relationship  between  the 
fight  for  democracy  and  the  goal  of 
socialism. 

INTRODUCTION 

From  the  very  first  days  of  its  coming  to 
power,  in  1933,  Nazi  fascism  revealed  itself 
as  the  deadly  enemy  of  democracy.  In  less 
than  six  months  after  being  installed  in 
power,  Hitler  had  completely  suppressed 
the  Labour  Movement  built  up  by  the 
German  workers.  The  suppression  of  the 
Communist  Party  was  followed  in  quick 
succession  by  the  banning  of  the  working 
class  press,  the  prohibition  of  working 
class  meetings  and  propaganda,  the  for¬ 
cible  incorporation  of  the  trade  unions  into 
the  Nazi  “  Labour  Front  ”  and  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party. 
With  the  working  class  organisations — the 
main  force  of  democracy — out  of  the  way, 
the  Nazis  proceeded  systematically  to 
liquidate  the  other  voluntary  organisations 
of  the  people,  and  to  completely  annul  all 
democratic  rights  and  liberties. 

The  enslavement  of  the  German  people 
was  the  essential  preparatory  stage  in  the 
Nazi  imperialist  plan  for  enslavement  of 
Europe  and  domination  of  the  world. 

Wherever  the  Nazi  hordes  have  imposed 
their  rule,  they  have  blotted  out  with  fire 
and  steel  the  national  independence  and 
whatever  measure  of  democratic  rights 
and  liberties  were  enjoyed  by  the  peoples 
they  had  conquered.  Europe  has  been 
turned  into  one  vast  slave  compound  by 
the  Nazi  imperialists,  with  the  German 
storm  troopers  and  quisling  traitors  as  the 


slavemasters  and  overseers.  With  this 
slave  empire  as  their  base,  the  Nazi  rulers 
wage  war  for  world  conquest  and  domina¬ 
tion. 

Hence  the  characterisation  of  the  Nazi 
regime  given  by  Stalin  (November  6th, 

1941): 

— “  The  party  of  Hitlerites  is  a  party 
of  imperialists,  moreover  the  most 
rapacious  and  piratical  imperialists 
among  all  the  imperialists  of  the 
world.” 

— “  The  Hitler  party  is  a  party  of 
enemies  of  democratic  liberties,  a 
party  of  mediaeval  reaction  and 
blackguard  pogroms.” 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  enemy  in  the 
present  war. 

Against  the  Axis  Powers,  their  satellites 
and  quislings,  are  ranged  world-wide  forces 
grouped  together  in  the  Alliance  of  United 
Nations. 

Against  the  unjust  war  of  aggression, 
conquest,  plunder  and  enslavement  waged 
by  the  fascist  powers,  the  Alliance  of 
United  Nations  is  waging  a  just  war,  the 
main  features  of  which  are: — - 
— defence  and  protection  of  their  national 
independence  against  Nazi  aggression ; 
— liberation  of  the  peoples  conquered  and 
enslaved  by  the  Nazi  aggressors ; 

— the  restoration  to  these  peoples  of  their 
right  to  work  out  their  own  way  of  life  on 
their  own  territory ; 

— to  destroy  the  Nazi  armies  and  punish 
the  Hitlerite  criminals. 

Hence,  the  Alliance  of  United  Nations, 
described  by  Stalin  as 

“  a  united  front  of  peoples  standing 
for  freedom  and  against  enslave¬ 
ment  or  threats  of  enslavement  by 
Hitler’s  fascist  armies,” 

is  waging  a  just  war- for  democracy  against 
slavery. 


WHAT  IS  THE  MEANING  OF 
•  DEMOCRACY? 

The  word  is  derived  from  two  Greek 
words  meaning  “  rule  of  the  people  ” 
■ — Demos,  the  people;  Kratos,  rule.  A 
popular  definition  uttered  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  "  Government  of  the  people, 
for  the  people,  by  the  people.”  One 
dictionary  gives  the  following  definition: 
"  a  form  of  government  in  which  the  supreme 
power  is  vested  in  the  people  collectively,  and 
is  administered  by  them  or  by  officers 
appointed  by  them.” 

In  practice,  no  single  formula  can 
adequately  define  democracy,  which  is  a 
dynamic,  developing  quality. 

At  different  periods  it  takes  on  different 
forms.  In  Ancient  Greece  it  meant  the 
republic  of  slave  owners,  a  democracy  in 
which  the  slave  had  no  more  right  of 
citizenship  than  any  other  beast  of  burden. 

A  t  any  one  period  it  takes  different  forms 
in  different  countries.  Britain,  the  U.S.A. 
and  the  U.S.S.R.  are  each  democracies. 
The  U.S.A.  differs  from  Britain  in  that  it 
is  a  republic.  The  U.S.S.R.  differs  from 
both  in  that  it  is  a  socialist  democracy. 

Whatever  may  be  the  form  or  stage  of 
development  of  democracy  in  the  modern 
world,  it  contrasts  sharply  with  any  form 
of  absolutism,  or  despotism.  The  Tsarist 
autocracy  was  one  form  of  absolutism, 
Nazi  dictatorship  is  another. 

Compare  definitions  given  by  Marx  of 
Prussian  feudal  autocracy,  and  by  Lenin 
of  Tsarist  autocracy,  with  present-day 
Nazi  autocracy. 

Describing  Prussian  rule,  Marx  wrote: 

‘ '  Every  step  you  take  is  regulated  by  an 
omnipotent  autocracy  .  .  .  you  cannot 
write  a  letter,  or  think,  or  print,  or  open  a 
shop,  or  study,  or  call  a  meeting,  or  build 
a  factory,  or  emigrate,  or  do  anything  at 
all  without  permission.  In  the  whole  of 
world  history  there  has  never  been 
anything  so  vile.” 

Describing  Tsarist  autocracy,  Lenin 
wrote : 

"  Russia  has  no  representative  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  not  merely  the  rich  and 
high-born  who  govern  her,  but  the  worst  of 
these  .  .  .  those  who  are  best  at  intriguing 
.  .  .  cleverest  at  mischief -making.  They 
govern  in  secret;  the  people  do  not  know 
what  new  laws  are  being  prepared  ” 
(, Selected  Works,  Vol.  2,  p.  248). 

Such  is  the  nature  of  autocracy,  the 
worst  features  of  which  are  combined  and 
made  even  more  repressive  by  Hitlerism. 
The  advantages  of  democracy,  even  in  its 
capitalist  forms,  has  been  pointed  out  by 
Stalin. 


“  In  England  and  the  U.S.A. ,  there 
are  elementary  democratic  liberties, 
there  are  Trade- Unions  of  workers 
and  employees,  there  are  Labour 
Parties,  there  is  a  parliament, 
whereas  the  Hitler  regime  abolished 
all  these  institutions  in  Germany.” 

WHAT  ARE  THE  DEMO- 

•  CRATIC  RIGHTS  AND 
LIBERTIES  WE  ARE  FIGHT¬ 
ING  FOR? 

The  very  existence  of  democracy,  in  all 
its  forms  and  stages  of  development,  is  at 
stake  in  the  present  war.  The  fight  of  the 
United  Nations  is  not  for  some  particular 
form  of  democracy.  For  each  country  and 
people  concerned  it  is,  in  essence,  a  war  to 
maintain  or  reconquer  the  right  to  work 
out  its  own  destiny,  its  own  way  of  life. 

Whether  the  socialist  way  of  life  already 
achieved  by  the  Soviet  people  will  reach 
greater  heights,  whether  a  socialist  demo¬ 
cracy  will  be  achieved  in  Britain — these 
questions  depend  alike  for  their  answer  on 
the  destruction  of  Nazi  aggression  against 
the  national  independence  of  both  coun¬ 
tries. 

What  the  Alliance  of  the  United  Nations 
is  fighting  for,  above  all,  is  to  destroy  the 
Nazi  attempt  to  conquer  and  dominate  the 
world,  i.e.,  to  rob  other  nations  of  the 
national  independence  without  which  no 
people  is  free  to  shape  its  own  affairs  and 
future. 

The  destruction  of  Hitlerism  will 
advance  the  cause  of  national  indepen¬ 
dence,  the  democratic  right  of  the  peoples 
to  work  out  their  own  way  of  life  in  their 
own  nation. 

CAN  THERE  BE  ANY  FUR- 

•  THER  EXTENSION  OF 
DEMOCRATIC  RIGHTS  AND 
LIBERTIES  IN  THE  COURSE 
OF  THE  WAR  AGAINST 
FASCISM? 

The  Nazi  buttress  of  the  most  re¬ 
actionary  forces  throughout  the  world  will 
be  destroyed  the  more  surely,  quickly  and 
decisively  to  the  extent  that  the  demo¬ 
cratic  initiative  and  activity  of  the  people 
is  developed.  The  war  effort  of  the  United 
Nations  is  greatly  weakened  by  the  fact 
that  the  mobilisation  of  the  people,  their 
contribution  to  the  struggle,  is  hindered 
through  the -existence  of  many  restrictions 
on  democratic  initiative. 

Moreover,  the  common  cause  of  the 
United  Nations  is  jeopardised  wherever 
restriction  of  the  democratic  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people  is  enforced. 

The  collapse  of  France  was  brought 
about  because,  while  “  fighting  against 
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systems  which  had  completely  suppressed 
all  liberties  of  expression  within  their  own 
territories,  the  French  Government  emu¬ 
lated  the  example  of  the  despots  by 
practically  forbidding  all  liberty  of 
expression  and  criticism.” — (D.  Lloyd 
George,  quoted  in  Britain  in  the  World 
Front,  by  R.  P.  Dutt.) 

In  the  Malayan  Peninsula  and 
Burma  an  important  factor  in  the 
disastrous  defeats  at  the  hands  of  Japan 
was  the  fact  that  the  peoples  in  these 
territories  were  subject  peoples  who  had 
been  denied  national  independence  and 
the  right  to  develop  their  own  forms  of 
democracy  and  national  defence. 

In  the  case  of  India,  its  deliberate 
exclusion  from  the  Atlantic  Charter,  which 
proclaims  “  the  right  of  all  peoples  to 
choose  the  form  of  Government  under 
which  they  will  live,”  and  the  arrogant 
rejection  of  every  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Indian  people  to  arrive  at  a  basis  of  agree¬ 
ment,  reveal  the  presence  of  elements  in 
ruling  circles  who  “  would  rather  lose 
territories  temporarily  to  the  fascist  in¬ 
vaders  rather  than  yield  power  to  the 
peoples  themselves.” — (R.  P.  Dutt,  Britain 
in  the  World  Front.) 

At  home,  in  Britain,  although  many 
important  democratic  victories  have  been 
won  (e.g.,  lifting  of  ban  on  Daily  Worker, 
changes  in  composition  of  Government, 
etc.),  there  are  dangerous  anti-democratic 
tendencies  at  work.  Reactionary  em¬ 
ployers  use  their  power  to  stifle  Joint 
Production  Committees,  to  penalise  active 
trade  unionists,  and  to  provoke  dis¬ 
content  among  the  workers.  Others  bring 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  Government 
to  ensure  leniency  towards  interned 
fascists  and  the  fascists  who  are  still  at 
large.  Renewed  threats  are  made  against 
the  Daily  Worker. 

Consequently,  there  is  the  need 
— to  defend  existing  democratic  rights  and 
liberties; 

— to  work  for  the  further  extension  of  these 
rights  and  liberties,  both  at  home  and  for 
the  people  in  the  colonies,  particularly 
India; 

— to  expose  and  isolate  the  reactionary 
elements  who  pursue  anti-democratic 
policies  that  weaken  the  unity  and  power 
of  initiative  of  the  people  against  -Hitler¬ 
ism. 

WHAT  SECTION  OF  THE 
•  PEOPLE  IS  BEST  FITTED  TO 
LEAD  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR 
DEMOCRATIC  RIGHTS  AND 
LIBERTIES  ? 

Above  all  other  sections  of  the  people, 
the  working  class  is  the  most  consistent 


champion  of  democratic  rights  and 
liberties,  and  the  natural  leader  in  the 
movement  to  safeguard  and  widen  these 
rights. 

Carrying  on  the  tradition  and  teachings 
of  Marx  and  Engels,  the  great  leader 
V.  I.  Lenin  combined  the  struggle  for 
democracy  with  the  movement  for 
socialism.  He  taught  the  working  class 
of  Russia  that: — 

“  Both  the  immediate  interests  of 
the  proletariat  and  the  interests  of 
its  final  struggle  for  the  final  aim  of 
socialism  demand  the  widest  pos¬ 
sible  measure  of  political  freedom.” 
— ( Selected  Works,  Vol.  3,  p.  46.) 

Lenin  taught  the  workers  to  take  the 
lead  in  the  fight  for  democracy  because 
“  The  proletariat  alone  can  be — 
and  because  of  its  class  position 
cannot  but  be — consistently  demo¬ 
cratic,  the  determined  enemy  of 
absolutism,  incapable  of  making 
any  concessions  or  of  entering  into 
any  compromise.” — ( Selected  Works, 
Vol.  1,  p.  504.) 

No  other  section  of  the  people  can 
provide  consistent  leadership  either  in 
the  defence  or  progressive  development 
of  political  liberty,  because  they  are  con¬ 
nected  with  narrow  sectional  interests, 
have  special  property  and  profit  motives, 
and  hold  privileged  class  positions.  Their 
special  class  interests  tend  inevitably 
to  make  them  hesitant  and  vacillating 
in  respect  of  the  general  democratic 
interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 

Consequently,  although  the  Labour 
Movement  can  and  does  enter  into 
alliances  with  other  sections  of  the  people 
in  particular  phases  of  the  struggle  for 
democracy  (e.g.,  national  unity  to-day 
against  the  Nazi  destroyers  of  political 
liberty),  it  does  not  submerge  or  sub¬ 
ordinate  itself,  but  strives  to  become  the 
decisive,  leading  force  within  the  alliance. 

HOW  GAN  THE  LABOUR 
®  MOVEMENT  BECOME  THE 
DECISIVE  FORCE  IN  THE 
NATIONAL  FRONT  FOR 
DEMOCRACY  AND  AGAINST 
FASCISM? 

The  first  essential  condition  for 

leadership  by  the  working  class  in  the 
struggle  for  democracy  is  that  it  must  act 
as  a  distinct  working  class  force  within  the 
national  front.  Fighting  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  all  other  sections  engaged  in 
this  struggle,  the  working  class,  organised 
in  the  Labour  Movement,  must  preserve 
its  own  identity  and  make  its  own  dis¬ 
tinctive  contributions  to  the  solution  of  all 


problems  arising  in  the  course  of  the 
common  -struggle. 

This  was  the  advice  given  by  Lenin 
based  on  the  experience  of  the  struggle 
waged  by  the  working  class  and  other 
sections  of  the  Russian  people  against 
Tsarist  autocracy. 

“In  the  struggle  against  autocracy  the 
working  class  must  single  itself  out  from 
the  rest,  for  it  alone  is  the  truly  tonsistent 
and  unreserved  enemy  of  absolutism.’’ 
,  — ( Selected  Works,  Vol.  3,  p.  503.) 

Only  as  a  distinctive,  independent  force 
within  the  national  front  can  the  Labour 
Movement  become  the  leader  of  the  whole 
of  the  people  in  the  war  against  the  Nazi 
enemies  of  democracy. 

The  second  essential  condition  is  that 
the  Labour  Movement  should  function 
within  the  national  front  as  a  united 
movement,  on  the  basis  of  an  agreed 
policy.  A  Labour  Movement  that  is  itself 
split  cannot  win  recognition  from  other 
sections  of  the  people  as  the  leading  force 
in  building  national  unity. 

The  third  essential  condition  is  the 
development  of  intensive  democratic 
initiative  by  all  sections  of  the  Labour 
Movement  within  their  own  sphere. 
Already  the  workers  have  given  many 
brilliant  examples  of  this:  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  production  committees,  is  only 
one  example  of  many. 

A  fourth  essential  condition  is  the 
development  of  greater  democracy  within 
the  Labour  Movement  itself.  There  is 
room  for  this  in  many  directions :  measures 
to  draw  a  far  larger  proportion  of  members 
into  activity ;  removal  of  all  restrictions  on 
equal  participation  of  women  in  trade 
unions;  elimination  of  all  restrictions  and 
bans  such  as  the  “  Black  Circulars,”  etc. 

WHAT  IS  THE  RELATION- 
•  SHIP  BETWEEN  THE  FIGHT 
FOR  DEMOCRACY  AND  THE 
GOAL  OF  SOCIALISM? 

Not  every  form  of  democracy  is  social¬ 
ism,  but  there  can  be  no  socialism  without 
democracy.  Socialism  is  the  highest. form 
of  democracy,  it  represents  an  historical 
advance  over  all  previous  forms  of 
democracy.  _ 

To  stand  for  socialism,  for  socialist 
democracy,  does  not  mean  that  one  rejects 
and  scorns  the  democratic  rights  and 
liberties  which  have  been  achieved  during 
the  period  of  capitalist  democracy.  While 
looking  forward  to  and  working  towards 
the  goal  of  a  socialist  democracy,  we 
treasure  and  work  both  to  safeguard  and 
extend  the  democratic  rights  and  liberties 
already  enjoyed  by  the  people. 


The  possession  of  these  democratic 
rights  and  liberties  facilitates  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  workers  in  the  Labour  Move¬ 
ment  and  gives  greater  scope  for  the 
Labour  Movement  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  workers  and  advance  the  cause  of 
socialism.  The  loss  of  democratic  rights 
and  liberties  imposes  crippling  restrictions 
on  the  workers,  making  every  step  in 
organisation,  unity,  policy  and  action  a 
thousand  times  more  difficult. 

All  those  democratic  rights  and  liberties 
now  enjoyed  by  the  workers  represent  the 
fruits  of  decades  of  effort  and  struggle. 
The  great  Bulgarian  anti-fascist  Dimitrov, 
who  defied  Hitler  in  the  Reichstag  Fire 
Trial,  has  reminded  us  of  this: — 

“  How  great  were  the  sacrifices  of  the 
British  working  class  before  it  secured 
the  right  to  strike,  a  legal  status  for  its 
trade  unions,  the  right  of  assembly  and 
free  speech,  extension  of  the  franchise 
and  other  rights.” — ( The  Working  Class 
against  Fascism.) 

The  Labour  Movement  has  become  a 
force  only  because  the  workers  fought  for 
and  won  those  victories.  The  cause  of 
socialism  is  everywhere  and  at  all  times 
bound  up  with  ceaseless  efforts  to  win, 
safeguard  and  extend  the  democratic 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

There  is  no  conflict  between  the  fight  for 
democracy  and  the  goal  of  socialism.  The 
experience  of  history  vindicates  the  advice 
of  Lenin  to  the  workers,  that  alongside 
their  propaganda  for  scientific  socialism, 
they  should 

"  consider  it  to  be  their  first  task  to  carry 
on  propaganda  among  the  masses  of  the 
workers  in  favour  of  democratic  ideas, 
to  spread  an  understanding  of  what 
absolutism  means  in  all  its  manifesta¬ 
tions,  its  class  content,  the  necessity  for 
overthrowing  it,  of  the  impossibility  of 
waging  a  successful  struggle  for  the 
cause  of  labour  without  achieving 
political  liberty  and  the  democratisation 
of  the  political  and  social  system.” 
— ( Selected  Works,  Vol.  1,  p.  500.) 

Nazi  Germany  is  the  strongest  bulwark 
of  reaction.  By  smashing  thus  bulwark, 
the  forces  of  democracy  all  over  the  world 
will  be  strengthened  and  the  goal  of 
socialism  brought  nearer. 
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